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SUBJECT: FURTHER ISRAELI REACTION TO ABOU DAOUD'S RELEASE 

REF: TEL AVIV 0419 

1 . MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL EVRON TOLD CHARGE 
JANUARY 25 THAT NO DECISION HAD YET BEEN MADE ON THE 
SCHEDULED VISITS OF FRENCH MINISTERS. NOR HAD A DECISION 
BEEN REACHED ABOUT THE TIMING OF AMBASSADOR GAZIT'S 
RETURN TO PARIS. EVRON SAID HE WOULD STILL "GUESS" 

THAT THE MINISTERS WOULD NOT BE COMING. RESPONDING TO 
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A QUESTION, HE ADMITTED THAT IT WOULD BE FAIR TO 
ASSUME THAT THE GOI WAS AWAITING THE RESULT OF 
PRESIDENT GISCARD S VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA BEFORE 
DECIDING ITS NEXT MOVE. WHATEVER THAT MOVE WAS, HE 
ADDED, THE ABOU DAOUD INCIDENT HAD ADDED "ANOTHER 
SCAR" TO THE FRANCO-ISRAELI RELATIONSHIP. 
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2.COMMENT: IT WAS CLEAR FROM EVRON'S REMARKS THAT 
WHILE THE ABOU DAOUD AFFAIR HAS HAD AN ADVERSE 
EMOTIONAL IMPACT, THE GOI IS ALSO CONCERNED AT FOREIGN 
MINISTER DE GUIRINGAUD'S DECEMBER 28 STATEMENT CON- 
CERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE, A STATEMENT 
ALTOGETHER TOO UNBALANCED FOR ISTAELI TASTES. 
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